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20" September, 2023

REQUEST FOR SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT INTERVENTION TO STOP THE PROLIFERATION OF BATTERY
ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEMS (BESS) IN OUR AREA

| write in my capacity as Chair of Leitholm, Eccles and Birgham Community Council on behalf of our
community to seek your urgent assistance to stop the proliferation of BESS in the vicinity of Eccles Sub-
station.

This is a rural enviranment amongst some of the best arable land in Scotland. (A typical 3 year rotation
would be year 1: Wheat (Yield 3.5 tons/acre), year 2: Oilseed rape (Yield 1.5 tons/acre) and year 3
Winter Barley (Yield 3 tons/acre) .

Our people come from a range of backgrounds: some work the land or are in the agricultural support and
services sectors while others have chosen to retire to this idyllic part of the country. All are heavily
invested in the lifestyle, our natural habitat and community. We are extremely anxious that our way of
living will be lost forever in the aftermath of the industrialisation caused by BESS developments.

We recognise and support the Scottish Government’s plans to create the conditions for a Net Zero
energy system and the role that renewables and other zero-carbon technologies need to play to provide
all the services required to ensure a secure energy system. However, this has to be balanced with other
countryside interests.

As a Community Council we recently took the position not to object to the development of three BESS
systems?, two of which are now approved and one is at application stage. These are situated
immediately adjacent to our local Eccles sub-station, all located 2km from our nearest village of
Leitholm. In addition, we did not object to plans to significantly extend the Eccles substation to cater for
these developments.

! Energy Consents Unit (ECU) references: ECU00004601 (consented); ECU00004804 (application) & Scottish Borders Council
reference: 22/01988/FUL (decided)



e They will provide a total storage capacity of 950 MW, amounting to 4.75% of the total UK storage
capacity needs by 2035%

e They total 29.5% of the total Scottish BESS storage capacity in MW - 0.90 GW of the 3.055 GW
total - represented by the 20 BESS applications to the Energy Consents Unit (ECU) moved to
‘Development’ stage since 1°* January 2020;

Taken together with the substation development, they cover a total footprint of 103 acres, 6.5 times the
footprint of our nearest village, Leitholm. With a population of 843 people in our Community Council
area, our rural community feel that we are making more of a contribution to the move towards Net Zero
than any other community in Scotland and probably the whole of the UK.

While we took a pragmatic and considered approach not to object to these initial three schemes, this
appears to have been a catalyst for BESS speculators to flood our community with ill-conceived
applications. Consultations are underway for two further BESS developments® for a further 840 MW of
storage capacity, a further 4.2% of the UK’s 2035 needs. These schemes differ from those we did not
object to. They are not located adjacent to the sub-station - the furthest is 3.3km away - which will
result in cumulative and sequential landscape impacts, as well as a loss of residential amenity. They are
also proposed on 94 acres of ‘prime agricultural land’, i.e. that graded 1, 2 or 3.1%. Please see appendix 1.

For reference, of the 20 BESS applications to the ECU moved to ‘Development’ stage since 1% January
2020, only three are located on prime agricultural land and each of these are located immediately
adjacent to the sub-station. Please see appendix 2.

The National Planning Framework 4, Policy 5 states that “Development proposals on prime agricultural
land...will only be supported where it is for...essential infrastructure and there is a specific locational need
and no other suitable site”.

Within 2.5km of our small village we could soon have between 4.75%-8.75% of the UK's total BESS
storage needs and 29.5%-44.7% of all planned BESS storage capacity in Scotland applied for over the last
4 years. It is the clear position of our community that there is no “specific locational need” for us to have
to bear any further BESS developments, and especially not on 94 acres of prime agricultural land located
up to 3.3km from the substation which will result in cumulative and sequential landscape impacts.

Of the 20 BESS applications to the ECU moved to ‘Development’ stage since 1* January 2020, 11 have
been approved at sites adjacent to substations or windfarms and the other 9 are located on non-prime
agricultural land, including a former colliery and waste-water treatment works. With substations,
windfarms and non-prime land located across Scotland, there should be no need to locate any further

2 Decarbonisation of the power sector - Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy Committee (pa rliament.uk)
3 ECUOOD0D4872 and one further development in consultation without a screening request being submitted to the ECU
4 As defined by the James Hutton Institute




BESS developments on prime agricultural land in proximity to such a small community already taking far
more than its fair share.

It has now reached a point where this is not a Just Transition to Net Zero - for our community it is unjust.
This is not community empowerment - it has become an imposition by speculative BESS development
companies on our community which we have united en masse to object to.

As a Community Council we are very concerned about the planning processes involved with BESS
developments in our area as these are clearly weighted in favour of developers:

e The Energy Consents Unit has a priority the Transition to Net Zero, as such they must lean
towards granting permission.

e Developers have infinite access to legal and technical support and as much time as they wish to
submit their applications.

e Conversely, we as a Community Council and individuals impacted by such developments, have
four weeks to object with great difficulty in establishing facts independently.

These factors are exacerbated by the apparent sharp practice and irrational behaviour of developers, the
greed of some of our landowners tempted by massive potential leasing agreements and the obfuscation
by SP Energy. (Appendix 3)

We write to you to ask for your support and intervention on two fronts:

i.  With each BESS submission being reviewed individually, there needs to be a way for the hugely
significant cumulative effect to be assessed. We therefore ask that you request all further BESS
applications within our Community Council area, beyond the three that we have not objected to,
be put on hold in order to conduct an assessment of the cumulative impact of all BESS
developments being planned for our area; and

ii. Rachel Hamilton, our MSP, has requested that you meet with us to discuss the situation. We
therefore ask for you to visit our community with the Chief Planner, meet with our Community
Council and see for yourself the potential existential impact that such speculative development
will have on our community and way of life, including on our environment, landscape, and on
the well-being of our local residents. We hope that such a visit can help to inform the timely
production of strategic guidance by the Chief Planner for National Planning Framework 4, Policy
5 to guide future planning policy for BESS developments and supplant the current situation
where unbridled market forces are determining where and how many such developments occur,
no matter the consequences to our communities and countryside.

Yours faithfully,

Bob Hope, Chair
Leitholm, Eccles & Birgham Community Council



Cc:

Mairi McAllan, Cabinet Secretary for Transport, Net Zero and Just Transition
cabsecnzit@gov.scot

Mairi Gougeon, Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs, Land Reform and Islands
cabsecralri@gov.scot

Roy Brannen, Director-General Net Zero

DGNetZero@gov.scot

Kersti Berge, Director of Energy and Climate Change

ceu@gov.scot

Chief Planner

chief.planner@gov.scot

Elected Members:

John Lamont, MP for Berwickshire, Roxburgh and Selkirk
john.lamont.mp@parliament.uk

Rachael Hamilton, MSP for Ettrick, Roxburgh and Berwickshire
Rachael.Hamilton.msp@parliament.scot

Carol Mochan, MSP for South Scotland
Carol.Mochan.msp@parliament.scot

Emma Harper, MSP for South Scotland
Emma.Harper.msp@parliament.scot

Councillor Donald Moffat, Scottish Borders Council
dmoffat@scotborders.gov.uk

Councillor John Greenwell
john.greenwell@scotborders.gov.uk

Councillor Mark Rowley, Scottish Borders Council
mark.rowley@scotborders.gov.uk

John Russell, Planning Objections Scotland

info@pos.scot

For Press Release.
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